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Iraqi COR and Presidency Council continue to pursue election law
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 There are approximately 295,000 Iraqi refugees currently registered with UNHCR in 

neighboring countries.  There are likely significant  numbers of  unregistered refugees as 

well.   UNHCR reports that 1.5 million Iraqis displaced by sectarian violence following the 

Samarra Mosque bombing of February 2006  remain internally displaced in Iraq. 

 In FY09, the State Department’s Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration contributed 

$ 303.4 million to international organizations and nongovernmental organizations to assist 

displaced Iraqis inside the country and in the region.  

 Since the program's inception in FY07, 35,801 Iraqi refugees have been admitted for U.S. 

resettlement, an increase of 1,533 since the beginning of the fiscal year.  The U.S. admitted 

18,838 Iraqi refugees in FY09.

 As of September 2009, a total of 1,606Special Immigrant Visa (SIVs) have been issued for 

Iraqi translators and interpreters (and their dependents) since FY07 (under the Section 1059 

program).  

 As of September 2009, a total of 3,028 SIVs have been issued for Iraqis employed by or on 

behalf of the U.S. government (and their dependents) since FY08 (under the Section 1244 

program).  

 Secretary of State Hillary Clinton announced July 24 that the United States was contributing 

more than $100 million in new assistance to support the return and reintegration of 

displaced Iraqis.
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Iraqi politics will not affect U.S. withdrawal
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Oil prices are rising, but exports below 2009 targets
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Iraq’s Ministry of Oil releases bidding rules for second-round oil licensing auction
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Iraq’s Ministry of Oil releases bidding rules for second-round oil licensing auction
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Negotiations continue between Iraq and the IMF over $5.5 billion loan 

Economic Indicator This Week Last Week Last Month Last Year

Iraqi Commercial Bond Sales

Price (USD) $75.51 $75.13 $76.79 $66.08

Yield 8.47% 8.51% 8.31% 10.96%
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Iraq’s parliament approves amendments to the Investment Law
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 Electricity supply from the grid  November 15-21 was 13% above the year-earlier 

period and met 75% of estimated demand, compared with 72% for the earlier period. 
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Iraq continues to strengthen relations with European Union 
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As a result of  close cooperation between Babil PRT and the provincial government, a 

brand new center for information and training was opened on November 10.  The Babil

Provincial Center for Information and Training is located in an air-conditioned facility and 

includes 42 workstations equipped with a combination of  desktops and laptops with 

internet access.  The center will enable Babil Province to make information on 

reconstruction projects publically available and will provide governmental workers with 

computer training and an integrated computer network. 

RRT Erbil in conjunction with the Kurdistan Regional Government, British Embassy and 

local Kahk TC recently helped sponsor a "Post-War Art and Culture Festival" in 

Sulimaniyah.  The event, which lasted from November 7-9, was the first of  its kind and 

was attended by KRG Prime Minister Barham Salih, First Lady Hero Ibrahim Ahmed 

Talabani and a large number of  artists and scholars from Iraq, the UK, the U.S., Spain, 

Turkey, Egypt, Japan, Nigeria, and other countries.  Paintings, photography and films 

were displayed at the festival, which was held at the notorious Red Jail, a former detention 

center run by Sadam Hussein’s regime. 
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